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A WATCHWORD. 



In this day of declen^dn and degeneracy when falstt doctrlnatf 
and false practices are seeking, as it were^ the dominion over those, 
who profess to be led and guided by the ever blessed and unchang- 
able Truth in support of its precious testimonies, does it not great- 
ly behoove all, who are concerned for the prosperity of Zion, not 
only to take heed to their owa steps,, but to lifl up the voice of 
warning — when called thereto— ^to those who are alike exposed to 
these great and specious dangers 7 It is with a sincere desire to 
cast in, as it were, a mife, into the treasury of good, that thestt 
few pages are transcribed from^ the writings of our ancient worthies. 



George Fox, not finding in. his intercourse with different piK>fe«' 
sors of religion, that comfort and settlement which he longed for, 
he continued to live in retirement ; and when all hope of help from 
man was gone, and he had nothing outward to look to, he heard a 
voice, as in the secret of his soul» saying, ^- There is one, even 
Christ Jesus, that can speak to thy condition.'' " When I heard' 
it," he says, '' my heart did leap for joy. Then the Lord let me 
see why there was none upon the earth that could speak to mj 
condition, namely, that I might give him all the glory. Though I 
read the Scriptures that spoke of Christ, and of God, yet I kntw 
him not hut by revelation, as he who hath the key did open, and as 
the Father of Life drew nu to his Son by his Spirit Then the 
Lord gently led me along, and let me see his love, which was end- 
less and eternal, surpassing all the knowledge that men have in 
the natural Btate, or eui get by j|istory^ oc bpoki/' The Lord! 



opened to mft bj his invisible power^ how every man was enlight- 
ened by the divine light of Christ. I saw it shine through all, 
and they that believed in it came out of condemnation to the light 
of life, and became the children of it ; but they that hated it, and 
did not believe in it, were condemned by it, though they made 
a profession of Christ." 

In describing his commission as a minister, he says, he " was 
sent to turn people from darkness to light-^to the grace of God, 
and to the ttuth in the heart, which came by Jesus, that all might 
come to know their salvation nigh. I saw that Christ died for all 
men ; was a propitiation for all, and that the manifestation of the 
Spirit of God was given to every man to profit withal. These 
things Idi^ not see by the help of man, nor by the letter, though 
they were written in the letter ; but / saw them in the light of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by his immediate Spirit and power, as 
did the holy men of God, by whom the Holy Scriptures were writ' 
ten. Yet I had no slight esteem of the Holy Scriptures ; they 
were very precious to me, for I was in that spirit by which they 
were given forth ; and what the Lord opened in me, I afterwards 
found was agreeable to them. I could speak much of these 
things, and many volumes might be written ; but all would prove 
too short to set forth the infinite love, wisdom and power of God, 
in preparing, fitting, and furnishing me for the service he had 
appointed me to ; letting me see the depths of satan on the one 
hand, and opening to me on the other hand, the divine mysteries 
of his own everlasting kingdom." 

Isaac Purington says : — '* The Lord opened my spirit, the Lord 
gave me the certain and sensible feeling of the pure seed which 
had been with me from the beginning ; the Lord caused his holy 
power to fall upon me, and gave me such inward demonstration and 
feeling of the seed of life, that I cried in my spirit, This is he, 
this is he ; there is not another, there never was another. He was 
always near me though I knew him not, (not so sensibly, not so 
distinctly, as now he was reveeded in me and to me by the Father;) 
Oh! that I might now be joined to him, and he alone might live 
in me. And so in the willingness which God had wrought in me, 
(in the day of his power to my soul) I gave up to be instructed, 
exercised and led by him, in the waiting for and fulfiling of his 
holy seed, that all might be wrought out of me which could not 
live with the seed, but ^ould be hindering the dwelling and reign 



ing of the seed ia me^ while it remained and had power. And so 
I have gone through a sore trial, and fight of afflictions and temp- 
tations, of many kinds ; wherein the Lord hath been merciful to 
me in helping me, and preserving the spark of life in me, in the 
midst of many things whieh had befallen me, whose nature tend* 
ed to quench and extinguish it. 

" Now thus having met with the true way, and walked with the 
Lord therein, wherein daily certainty, yea, a full assurance of 
faith and of understanding is at length obtained ; I cannot be si- 
lent, {true love and pure life stirring in me, and moving me) but 
am necessitated to testify of it to others ; and this is it, to retire 
inwardly and wait to feel somewhat of the Lord, somewhat of his 
Holy Spirit and power, discovering and drawing from that which 
ts contrary to him, and into his holy nature, and heavenly image. 
And then, as the mind is joined to this, somewhat is received, some 
true Ufe, some true light, some true diserning ; which the crea- 
ture 710^ exceeding (but abiding in the measure of) is safe ; but it 
is easy erring from this, but hard abiding with it, and not going 
before its leadings. Thus have we learned of the Lord ; not by 
the high striving, aspiring mind ; but by lying low, and being con- 
tented with a little. If but a crumb of bread {yet if bread,) if 
but a drop of water {yet if water,) we have been contented with 
it, and also thankful to the Lord for it; nor bythoughtfulness and 
wise searching and deep considering with our own wisdom and 
reason, have we obtained it; but in the still, meek and humble wait-^ 
ing, have we found that brought into death, which is not to know 
the'mysteries of God's kingdom, and that which is to live, made 
alive and increased in life. 

*^ Therefore he that would truly know the Lord, let him take 
heed of his own reason and understanding. I tried this way very 
far ; for I considered most seriously and uprightly. He that will 
come into the new covenant, must come into the obedience of it. 
The light of life, which God hath hid in the heart, is the cove- 
nant ; and from the covenant, God doth not give knowledge to sat- 
isfy the vast aspiring, comprehending wisdom of man ; but living 
knowledge to feed that which is quickened by him ; which knowl- 
edge is given in the obedience, and is very sweet and precious to 
the sta|p of him that knows how to feed upon it. And truly I 
witness at this day, a great difference between the sweetness of 
comprehending the knowledge of things, as expressed in the 
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Scriptures, and tasting tht Idddm life, the hidden manna of tie 
heart:* 

Robert Barclay gives his experience and views of true worship, 
convincement, and spiritual unity ^ which can be, and are oflen ef^ 
fected and realized without the use or intervention of words, iu 
this language : — ** When I came into the silent assemblies of God's 
people^ I felt a secret power among them, which touched my heart, 
and as I gave way unto it, I found the evil weakening in me, and 
the good raised up, and so I became thus knit and united unto 
them, hungering more and more after the increase of this power 
and lije, whereby I might feel myself perfectly redeemed. And 
indeed this is the surest way to become a Christian, to whom af- 
terwards the knowledge and understanding of principles will not 
be wanting, but will grow up so much as is needful, as the natu- 
ral fruit of this good work, and such knowledge wiU not be bcw^ 
ren nor unfruitful. 

'* After this manner we desiire therefore all that come among us 
to be proselyted, knowing that though thousands should be con^ 
vinced in their understanding of all the truths we maintain, yet if 
they were not sensible of this inward life, and their souls not 
changed from unrighteousness to righteousness, they could add 
nothing to us. For this is that covenant whereby we are joined as 
to the Lord, so to one another, and without this, none can worship 
with us. Yea, if such should come among us and from that 
understanding and convincement they have of the truth, speak 
ever so true things, and utter them forth with ever so much excel- 
lency of speech, if this life were wanting, it would not edify us at 
all, but be as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbaL Our work 
then and worship is, when we meet together, for every one to watch 
and wait upon God in themselves, and to be gathered from all visi- 
bles thereunto. And as this worship is steadfastly preached and 
kept to, it becomes easy, though it be very hard at first to the na- 
tural man whose wrong imaginaticms, and running worldly desires 
are not so easily brought to silence. And as every one is thus 
stated, they come to find the good arise over the evil and the pure 
©ver the impure, in which God reveals himself, and drawcth near 
to every individual, and so he is in the midst in the general, where- 
by each, not only partakes of the particular refrcshmmt and 
aireugth which comes from the good iu himself, but is a shar* 



tr in the whole body, as being a living member of thebody, 
having a joint fellowship and communion with all. 

** They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, &c. 
Now how is this waiting upon God, or watching before him, but by 
this silence of which we have spoken ? which as it is in itself a 
great and principal duty, so it necessarily in order, both of nature 
and time, precedeth all other. But that it might be better and 
more perfectly understood, as it is not only an outward silence of 
the body, but an inward silence of the mind, froih all its own im- 
aginations and self^ogitations, let it be considered according to 
truth, that man is to be considered in a two fold respect, to wit, 
in his natural, unregenerate and fallen state, and in his spiritual and 
renewed condition ; from whence ariseth that distinction of the 
natural and spiritual man, so much used by the apostle. Also 
these two births of the mind proceed from the two seeds in man 
respectively, to wit, the good seed and the evil; and from the evil 
seed doth not only proceed all manner of gross and abominable 
wickedness and profanity, but also hypocricy, and those wick- 
ednesses which the Scripture calls spiritual, because it is the 
serpent working in and by the natural man, in things that are 
spiritual, which having a show and appearance of good, are so 
much the more hurtful and dangerous, as it is satan transformed, 
transforming himself into an angel of light ; and therefore doth 
the Scripture so pressingly and frequently, shut out and exclude 
the natural man, from meddling with the things of God, denying 
his endeavors therein, though acted and performed by the most 
eminent of his parts, as of wisdom and utterance. 

*' Also this spiritual wickedness is of two sorts, though both one 
in kind, as proceeding from one root, yet differing in their degrees, 
and in the subjects also sometimes. The one is, when as the nat- 
ural ^an, meddling with and working in the things of religion, 
doth from his own conceptions and divinations, affirm or propose 
wrong and erroneous motives and opinions of God and things 
spiritual, &c. from whence have sprung all the heresies that are 
among Christians, The other is, when as the natural man, from 
a mere conviction of his understanding, doth in the forwardness 
of his own will, and by his own natural strength, without the in- 
fluence and leading of God^s Spirit, go about either in his under- 
standing to imagine, conceive, or think of the things of God, or 
actually to perform them by preaching or praying. The first is a 
missing both in matter and form ; and the second is a retaining of 



the fonn without the life and substance of Ckristiamiy ; bectnac 
Christian rdigian coDsisteth not in a mere belief of true doctrines 
or a mere performance of acts, good in themselves, or else the 
bare letter of the Scripture, though spoken by a drunkard or a devil^ 
might be said to be spirit and life; and also it would follow that 
where the form of godliness is, there the power is also, which is 
contrary to the express words of the apostle. For the form of 
godliness canHot be said to be, where either the notions and 
opinions believed are erroneous and ungodly, or the acts perform- 
ed evil and wicked ; for then it would be the form of ungodliness, 
and not of godliness. 

Saith Wm. Penn, " It is not performing duties of religion but 
the rise of the performance, that God looks at. Men may, and 
some do cross their own will, in their own wills ; voluntary omis- 
sion or commission. " Who has required this at your hands t** 
said the Lord of old to the Jews, when they seemed industrious 
to have served him ; but it was in a way of their own contriving 
or inventing, and in their own time and will; not with the 
soul truly touched and prepared by the divine power of God; but 
bodily worship only. Not keeping to the manner of taking up 
the cross in worship, as well as other things has been a great 
cause of the troublesome superstition that is yet in the world. For 
men have no more brought their worship to the test, than their 
sins; nay, less ! for they have ignorantly thought the one a sort of 
excuse for the other ; and not that their religious performances 
should need a cross or an apology. 

'' True worship can only come from an heart prepared by the 
Lord. This preparation is by the sanctification of the Spirit ; by 
which, if God's children are *led in the general course of their 
lives, as Paul teaches, much more in their worship to their Crea- 
tor and Redeemer. And whatsoever prayer be made, or doctrine 
uttered and not from the preparation of the Holy Spirit, it is not 
acceptable with God; nor can it be the true evangeUeaJ worship^ 
which is in spirit and truth ; that is, by the preparation and aid 
of the Spirit For what is a Aeop of the most pathetical words 
to God Almighty ; or the dedication of any place or time to himt 
lie is a spirit to whom words, places, and times strictly consider- 
ed are improper, or inadequate. It is the language of the soul 
God hears, nor can that speak but by the Spirit ; or groan aright 
to Almighty God, without the assistance of it. 



f^ Lord'' taya the Psalmist, '' thou hast heard the desire of the 
humble; thou wi]t prepare their heart; thou wilt ca^S€ thine 
^ar to hear ;" and says wisdom, '' The preparation of the heart 
in man is from the Lord." Thou mustno^ think thy own thoughts 
nor speak thy own words, whieh indeed is the sUence of the holy 
cross, but be sequestered froi^ al{ the confused imaginations that are 
apt to throng md press upon the miqd in those holy retirements, 
Think not to overcome the Alnjiighty by the most compose^ matr 
ter, cast into the aptest phrase : |^o, on.e groan, one sigh, from a 
wounded sou), an heart touched with true remojrs^, a sincere and 
godly sorf ow, which is the y:ork of God's Spirit^ excels and prer 
trails with God. Wherefore stand still in thy mind, u^ait to feci 
something divine to prepare and dispose thee to worship God truly 
and acceptably. It is he that dispovers to the soul its wants, and 
presses them upon it, and whtsn it cries, he alor^fi can supply them. 
Petitions not springing from such a sense and preparation are form- 
al and fictitious ; they are not true ; for men pray in their owi^ 
blind desires, and not in the will of God ; an(} His ear is stopped 
to them. 

'' The whole need not a physician ; the fqll have no need to sigh 
nor the rich to cry for help. Those who ajre not sensible of their 
. inward wants, that have no fears and terrors upon them, who feel 
no need of God's power to help them, nor the ligM of his counte- 
nance to coipfort them ; lyhat have such to do with prayers ? 
Their devotion, is at best, but a serious mockery of the Almighty, 
They know not, they want not, they desire not what they pray for, 
»They pray that the will of God may be done, and do constantly 
their own. They ask for grace, and abuse what they have ; They 
pray for the spirit, but resist \t iiji themselves ; they request th^ 
jmercies and goodness of God, and/ee/ no real fofint of them. 

" Behold the true worshipper ! one of God's preparing, circumr 
dsed in heart and ear, that resists nof the Hply Spirit, as the 
;Iofly professing Jews did. If this was so then, even in the time 
of the law, which \Kas the di^pensatioQ of external and shadowy 
performances ; can w^ expect acceptance without the preparation 
of the Spirit of the Lord ii^ these gospel-days, which is the prop? 
er time for the efiusion of the spirit ? By no means ! God is 
what he was; and none are his true worshippers, but such as wor- 
skip Him in his own spirit ; of these )ie is tender as the apple of 
his eye ; the rest do but mock Him and He despises them. 

Such were the views of these ancient worthies of ^he nature and 
effect of true and living worship, which must be performed iji 
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troth, aiid in the spirit of the living God, i||}io prepares (he lieart 
9s a temple for his Holy Spirit to dwell in, as the powerful opera- 
tions of his purifying, cleansing and sanctifying baptisms — whteb 
arc of fire andjof the Holy Ghost— are submitted to, and abode 
Bnder. These, if patiently borne, will cleanse the heart .from att 
those ^things which are opposed to the dwelling and leignof the 
spirit of ^Christ therein. .All self^righteonsnesa, self-love, sel^wUl 
and Mtf^tiffioiency will be cast out as "filthy rags," and will-»wor- 
ship, and will-works will cease .to be .performed, leaxing the Lord 
alone ito work in ns, both to wiU and£o do<if his own good plea»> 
ure, to his own unspeakable praise, and the ^ace of our immov** 
tal souls. Then indeed shall we experience our, peace >to flow as 
a river, and the JLord our righteousness as the waves of the sea," 
to the begetting of that " h<^e" which ** maketh not ashamed, be" 
cause the lave of God is shed abroad. in our hearts ;" " Instead ci 
the thorn shall qippear the fir-tree, and instead of the brier the 
myrtle-tree; and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an ever* 
Jasting sign, thai shall not be cut off/' 

Now in .regard ito the ministry which is«<he gift of 42od, these 
^worthies were concemedtthat it should be a baptised, living snmV 
.try of thetGospel, which is the power of God unto salvation ; aad 
tnot of the bare letter, which is not only dead, but ministereth oih- 
to death. " The kingdom of .God is not in word but in power^ 
b<^hold thekingdott of ^od is within yon;" and it is lo.the buikU 
lag up, increase, and .establishment of this .heavenly kingdom thai 
.-all true warship and ministry do tend. 

The following weighty counsel on the entijeet <A tfie ministry 
lis given by Wm. Penn. ^.And you my beloved and .mndi ha»^ 
orcd brethren in Christ, that are in the exercise of the mimiMiry^ 
O feel/ee/ life An the ministry; let life he yoursCoouniasioKf your 
>well spring and treasu&y« in all suck occasions^ ^else f on weM 
.know'there can be no begetting to^od« since nothing can qaicki> 
«en or m&e people a]i»e.to Aod« but the Itfeof God: and it must 
ibe a mhiisiry in and firom Ufe that .enlivens any .paqple to God 
We have seen the firoit of aU ether ministries, by the lew that are 
'turned from the evil of their ways. It is use onr parts or mem- 
«oTys, the ff ^petition of former openings in omr own will and iime^ 
ithat win to God's work. A dry doUrinat mivislry, however 
sound in words can reach but the ear, aad is but a dream at the 
*best; there is another soundness, that is soundest of all» viz., 
Christ the power of God, This is the key of David that epens, 
and none shuU; and shuts, and none can c^n ; as the oil is te 



ife famp and the soul to. the body, so U tio^ to thft beet of words* 
Wkich made Christ to saj, '' Mjr Heords they are spirit and they 
aso life;" that is, tbey are from life and therefore Uiey make you 
alive to receive tbem. If the* disciples that had Uved with Jesus 
^NPere to atay ait Jerusalem till they rec^ved it; so must we 
rnxU to reeeire be^Mra' we miaister^Jf we will turn people froov 
fhrkj»esa to Jigbt>- and from «atan's power to God. 

'< I feiwently bow my^ knees to the Crod- and Father of our Iiordi 
Jesus Christ, that you^may always be likeHuindi^, thai you* may 
erer watt revereatly for tha cocoiiig and opening of the Word of 
Ufej andatliend«{K)iiiit in* your minisU'y and service*,, that you^ 
may serveGod 'uk^Us spirit. And be it littleor be it much, it is 
fndl ; for much* is not too mvch^and the least is enough, if from^ 
Ihe motion of 6od!s S^rit; and without it, verjljp, nc»er solitih 
is too imicAr because- to so profit. 

** For it is the Spuftt of the hont^itamediatdyi^m through^ the* 
mmistry of his servants, that teacheth his people to profit. For. if 
k be tl^ Lord that must work- aM things in ns, audi U>t omrselves,. 
Jttoch mom is it the luerd that must work in^us for the conversion i 
of oiiiers* If therefiMEeit was oooe a cross to us to speak, though ' 
the Lord^raquired it at our haadr, let it never he so to be silent. 
wiuNi he- ifoea not. It is one* of the dreadful sayings in 'the* 
itevelation> that he that adds to die words of the piopliecy^ ofthis 
&ook^.Godvwiil add^tSie plagues written in this book.- 

*'I am'ea»estia<tysafioveaU other consider aticms^. as to nj. 
irethrea*i» the miiit8trf,.iffBll knowing how>much it concerns the 
fvesest sttd iiture'State and pres^nration oft the church of Christ 
JPesus, dksit has bemi gathered^ and built up by a Uving and power^ 
fid ndmstry, that tke ndmsiry be held, preserved and continued i 
jfn< the BiaMfe8tatioi]B,.ittotion6, and' suj^ies^- of. the same Ufe bsiAk 
power, from time to tirae;^ 

''* And whenever it is observed ikM an^xNie does sunister more? 
from gifh and parts than Itft and pomer,. though^ they- have an en- 
lightened and doctrtnai understanding, let them is time be advised, 
and admonished for dieir preaerv^ion." Skys Otorge Fox, /' Audi 
if ih&f (the ministers), ahouldi go beyond^ their meaaum; bear it in^ 
the meeting for peace and order's sake, and that Ihe-qpirhs of; the* 
world be not moved against yom But when-the meeting/is done,, 
if any be meved^ to speaks to them,. 6efoven yiw aiidf £Ae»i, .one or 
two of you that foel it m theiifey do it in' tiie love and wisdom thatt 
is pure and gentle, from above ; for love is that which edifies, bears ^ 
all tUngs^ suArs long, BmdfitdJ^s the law. In this ye have ovder. 
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i&i ediflcatioh, y4 liaVe wisdom to pfr^erre yoii dl wise and in {>i« 
lience which takes away the occasion of stumMing the weak^ 
knd thei occasion of the spirits of the world to get up ; but 
in the royal Seed, th^ heavy stone, ye keep down all that is wrong, 
and by it ahsw^r that of God in all. For ye will heat, see and fed 
\he power of God preaching, as your faith is wholly in it, (when ye 
do not hear words) to bind, to chain, to limit, to frustrate, thai 
hbthing shall f ise or (5onie forth but what is in the power. 

" Be patient and still in the poioet arid in the light that doth 
fconvince jroru, to keep your minds to God ; in that be quiet thi^ 
ye may come to the sunlmer ; that your flight be not in the win- 
ter. For if ye sit still in the poHence which overcomes in the 
power of God, there will be no flying. The husbandman after 
he has sown his seed, is patient. And ye, by the power being 
'kept in the patience, will come by the light to see through and 
b\er the winter-storms and tempests, and all the coldness, barren- 
ness and unfitness ; and the same light and power will go oner 
the tempter's head ; which power and light was before he was. 

^' Lire eV^ry one in the p&aer of God, that ye may all come to 
be heirs of f Aaf , and know that to be your portion ; even the 
kingdom that hath no end, and the endless life which the seed is 
heir of. Feel that set over all^ which hath the promise and bless^ 
ing of God forever." 

** Let the elders that rule well be counted woitiiy of dottU«i 
honor, especially they who labor in the word and doctrines*' 

''Every faithful servant, to whom oar Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ may have committed the gift of Eldership^ must be pre- 
pared for this very responsible station and labor in the church by 
the same power that called him into servicci This will be done 
under the baptising and sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit, 
anointing his spiritual eye, opening his spiritual ear, and quicken- 
ing his understanding in the fear of the Lord^ Yeai his heart 
shall fear and be enlarged, and he shall not judge after the sight of 
his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears ; but he will 
be enabled to see and heai^ and understand in the Ught^ in the 
oalmness, and in the knowledge of Truth, and thersibre be pre* 
pared to judge righteous judgment." 

'' Now concerning Gospel order," saith George Fox> '' thon|^ 
the doctrine of Jesas Christ requires his people to admonish a 
brother onc^ or twice, before they tell the church, yet thatlimitetk 
none, so as that they shall use no Icmger forbearance, bnt that they 
shall not less than twice admonish their brother or sister before 
Ihsy tell the church. And it is desired of all, that before they pub- 
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litiy coin^laiii, tfa^j wait in ihe pouter of God to feel if there is Ho 
Inore required of them to their brother or sister, before they expose 
him or her ; let this be weightily considered. 

In this our day it may truly bd seen and said, that inconsiderate 
persons have intruded th^nselves into the great work of the ministry 
Who '^not duly waiting for judgment to try the Spirits, and what pre- 
sents to their mindS| have been beguiled by transformations to go 
out in a false heart; and for want of the holy dread and fear up- 
toU their hearts^ they have catched hold of the Gospel liberty again 
restored, which must be preserved open, lest the Holy Spirit be 
quenched, viz., that all who ore called to the work of the ministry 
whether male or female^ may prophesy or preach one by one, that 
all may be edified. *' Certainly the church has power to order 
Imd regulate her own members and doubtless she may wholly re- 
ject a ministry, which upon trial, she has no unity with | and even 
iBubstantial members in their private capacity who have stood their 
ground well, and have large experience of the Lord's dealings, 
ought in reason and the nature of things, to have great weight with 
such who have not yet made full proof of their ministry, nor given 
satisfaction to their friends in general) though they may to them- 
selves, and perhaps to a few others of little judgmenti Neither 
ought any to go abroad to exercise their ministry until they know 
there is a general satisfaction at home therewith, not even to adja- 
cent meetings. Some have been very positive and resolute, and 
hard to be convinced of their mistakes, and censorious upcm those 
tof deeper experience. That the hearers have a right to judge, 
appears from these words of the apostle, '' Let the prophets speak 
two or three, and let the other judge;" Therefore it is very pre- 
suming for any to take upon them the sole right of speaking and 
judging too ; or to impose that upon an auditory or church, with 
which they are not edified and believe it does not proceed from 
the right spring ; for the word preached doth not profit, unless it 
be mixed with faith in those who hear it If ministry does not 
reach the Divine witness in the hearts of the hearers, and cause 
them to assent thereto in some measure, it will never profit them. 
The right ministers have a witness to the truth of their ministry 
in the minds of even the rebellious; how much more so then in 
the honest hearted^" 

'^ The more formal and. superficial we as a people become, the 
more danger there is of a false ministry rising and finding en- 
couragement to grow and prevail; for the lifeless, formal profess- 
ors had rather have almost any kin4 of ministry than all silence. 



6h* the <^tier hand, a right miaistry camoi Have free ceurae, nor 
^ exalted^ where there is nothiiig but worldly spirits, cbthed witk 
a form of religion.** 

Ivt regard to the txetciat in lb« disei^liAe, Qeorge Fox says, 
** Frittnds live in the prnMn" of the Lord God, and ia His irMik,- 
Hghi and Ufe, that by it you nuy ail with one' heart and mind,. 
keep dominion, and' do fme jud^nencand justice; truth and right- 
eousnes, in all youir men's and Wdmen's meeting, without favor 
or affection to relations, kindred, oi^ any reipeci of persons. For 
if you do not so, judgment will come upon yoip from God, to put 
you down from yoift pkoes^ For the potfier of €hd, his light and 
truth, respedi not any bu* jiiBtifie> truths anc^ righteousness, and» 
equity. 

'' Let mercy overshadbw Hke judgment seaty ami let mmrey be 
mixed with judgment. Tiake heed of foolish pity." 

It is said by one, ^there can be no doubt that a particular gift 
is sometimes bestowed upon in^iduals^. for the ttransactii^ the 
affairs of the churchv All however, who coma to be true membertf- 
of the church are necessarily deeply interested ifr its prosperity,, 
and consequently are honestly cmicerbed that whatever may be 
done by it, shall he have the authority of Him,, who, to it, is head- 
over all things» Bo sucb, when gathered in a meeting for Disci* 
pline as tiiey wait upon him in hnmMe dependence, be seldom- 
fails to impart some sense of his will retpecting the matters which* 
come before them, and enables them to give true judgment in dis- 
posing of themt As these are* carefol simply toeiyress that which- 
is qpened upon their minds, all act in unison, the decisioa of ilk 
church is obtained^ and there ia no jarring or confusion." 

" But whenever any attempt to transact the aflUrs of Christ's* 
church in their own unsanetifisd wisdom^ or contrivance, however 
anxious they may be, to promote what they may think to be the 
right cause, they are far mare likdy to do harm thtm good,- and 
weakness and defection will inevitably cveep iny just in prapmrtion 
as such gain influence and authority. 

<* It has always been observed, that ia proportion as the /(/e of 
true religion declined in a meeting, the influences ai wealth, stu' 
tion and acquuements inereasedy and the wise and prudent of thar 
worlds to whom God will not reveal the secrets of his counsel,. 
gain the pre-eminence. As such influence prevaifa the life and 
power of Truth are banished, or borne down ; wrong things am 
tolerated or upheld,' and unless individuak are raised up,. wlio 
through faithfulness to their Divine Master are prepared by him 
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!|o set the judgment of Truth over the heads of such forward bbA 
«elf confident spiritis, total degeneracy and death must inevitftUf 
ensue." 

Now it seems, that ior every wportast work in the churchy 
there is a tight qualification, which may be receis^ed by all thoae 
who are concerned to t^atV patiently upon the Lord not only .to know 
their part in .this great jrork, but also to receive str<ength and abili- 
ity, rightly to perform it;, m his fear aod to his praise, who is wor- 
thy to be exalted over aU, Jorever. tM us, therefore, eacisone for 
himself examine ourseLvesu and see what there is .to be found in 
OS, that is opposing the sei^ and exaltation of Ihe ever ]](}e88e<) 
Truth in our hearts, and the joining hand in hand with those who 
are putting shoulder to shoulder in support qf its precious testimonies^ 
O, let us nof co0sider anything too small or hard for vs to do^ that 
we are truly sensible the Lord requires ajt our hands^ wlwather i% 
be to watch oyei:, and goV;ern our own thoughts and deeds, or to 
Jift up the voice of warning and admonition :to others^ who are de- 
parting from the /rue and living faith^ which is in Christ lesus^ 
by coming, and heading others to the surXajce of ;things^ instead of 
a deep indwelling of spirit, whereby they might come Xo a Arue 
knowledge of God through Jesus Christ,; which is life ejtemal! 
Ah ! the .enemy, the wolf in sheep's clothing, thajt greai deceiver 
lias been, and is ajt work amongst us, and with his charming voice, 
is saying he at ease in thy condition^ thou art redeemed^ and shajt 
be saved, though thoti pass not through th^ furnace of Ihe Refine 
,^r, nor the baptism of fire and of the Holy <}host ; for there is an 
..easier cway to thy final home of rest and peace, than by th^ J^fiss 
oj Christ, Le«ice not f Ay wealth, leave noit thy honor^ leave not 
thy pleasure, sell not all thou hast; but let thy peace he in.til^e,en« 
joyment of thes^, and thy and.their friends. Who has not heard ^ib 
soothing voice, whispering in their cars, ^' peace, peace^" where 
.there was no peace, no true peace; but the poor souJ was^ as it 
.were, in the very gall of bitterness ! 

Ah, beware! beware of this enchanter 1 for his songs are sing- 
ing, and they are sweet to the unsanctified ear, in which the voice 
(Of the true shephei;4 is not known, or distinguished^ for i^ is a ''still 
small ^voice,^ whieh is to be heard in iiesMy silence, and distin- 
guished by the sanotified etir. It does not flatter, h^X is a faithful 
^witness, of and for Him, who speaks in the secret of the waitings 
listening soul. " He that hath an ear, let him hear," and let noth- 
ing drown his reproving, warning, and consoling voice, but opea 
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unto Him, that he may come in and itup with you, and yoa witk 
him: Then shall we be prepared indeed, to join in thft ascrip-^ 
tion of many a visited and comforted soul, " how amiable are thy 
tabernacles O, Lord of Hosts/' and the feast thereof is fiill of fat- 
ness. ^ ' 

The present is indeed a day of deep and sore trial, to the tme 
mourners in Zion, in wliich are found errors upon the right hund, 
as well as on the left. The speciousnes of these, is causing many 
who have been, and are dwelling upon the barren mountains of an 
empty profession, contenting themselves with the form of godll-i 
ness without the power thereof— ^to stumble as in the dark. Chriat 
crucified has been unto the wi^e and sign seeking of oQr day, a 
stumbling-block and foolishness, but he continues to be unto them 
which are called, " Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God. The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God; for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned." " Now," saith the 
apostle, " we have received, not the spirit of th^ world, but the 
spirit which is of God ; that we might know thp things that are 
freely given to us of God ; which things also we speak not in the 
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Spirit 
teacheth." Though this wisdom of God which should be waited 
for, is often, and in many ca3es, mocked, yet this 3hould not shake 
the confidence of the true believer therein ; for it is profitable to 
direct in all things, those who are prepared to follow its teachings. 
Unto those the language of encouragement is still extended in the 
promises which have been made, and are yet to he fulfilled. 

O, thou living remnant of God's people ! be nojt diamayedi bat 
trust in the mighty God of Jacob ; for behold, " The remnant of 
Jacob shall be in the midst of many people, as a dew from the 
Lord, as showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man, nor 
waiteth for the sons of men. The remnant of Jacob shaJl be 
among the Gentiles, in the mids^ of laany people, as a lion amoB|^ 
the beasts of the forest, as a young lion amopg the flocks of sh^^ : 
who, if he go through, both treadeth down and teareth in pieces ^ 
and none can deliver. Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine 
adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off. *' Saith the 
Lord, I will throw down all thy strong holds, I will cut off witch* 
crafts out of thine hand, thou shalt have no more sootl)sayers, and 
thou shalt no more worship the work of thine hands. And I will 
execute vengeance in anger and fury upon the heathen, such as 
they have not heard." 

" Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say. 
Let her be defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion. But they 
know not the thoughts of the Lord, neither understand they his 
counsel ; for he shall gather tkem as the sheaves into the floor. 
Arise, and thresh, O daughter of Zion ; for I will make thy hoof 
brass ; and thou shalt beat in pieces many people ; and I will con- 
secrate their gain unto the Lord, and their substance unto the the 
Lord of the whole earth." 



